
 

QUESTIONS TO ASK AS YOU VISIT AND RESEARCH COLLEGES 
 

 

1. Is there a core curriculum required of all freshmen? 

2. Are most freshmen courses taught by regular faculty or by graduate assistants? 

3. Are there opportunities for self-designed majors? 

4. How large are typical freshmen classes? 

5. Are computer facilities readily available for all students? 

6. Are there facilities for my creative activities (art studios, darkrooms, etc.) 

7. What special or unique features does the library have? 

8. Do outstanding or well-known individuals give guest lectures?  How often?  How well attended are they?  

Who were some of last year’s speakers? 

9. What student publications (newspaper, literary magazine, etc.) are there?  How frequently are 

they published?  Are they concerned with national and international issues? 

10. What opportunities are there for students to become involved in community service activities? 

11. What is the geographical composition of the student body? 

12. Are there fraternities and sororities?  What percentage of the student body belongs to them? 

13. What types of housing are available to freshmen?  Single room?  Double room?  Triple or Suite? 

14. Do most students tend to remain on campus during weekends? 

15. What is the advising system like? 

16. What career and personal counseling services are available to students? 

17. Does the college have a placement office? 

18. What are some of the regulations that apply to freshmen?  To all students? 

19. Are students allowed to have cars on campus?  And if so, what percentage do have cars? 

20. How willing are faculty members to meet with students outside of class? 

21. What religious groups exist on campus?  How active is the group you might like to join?  What 

activities/programs are provided?  Are the functions well attended? 

22. What kind of orientation program does the college provide?  How long does it last?  When does it begin? 

23. Are there exchange programs with other colleges?  Exactly how does this work?  Are internships 

available?  What are Junior Year Abroad options?  Is co-op an option?  Which of these programs 

are used most by students? 

24. Is there an honors program?  What are the requirements? 

25. Ask students how hard they are working.  Is the atmosphere intense?  Competitive?  Do students 

study together?  Is extra help readily available?  Who gives the extra help?  Is tutoring done on a 

fee basis, or is it incorporated in your tuition fee?  Is there a center to help with writing papers, 

math, study skills, etc.?  Does a peer or professional staff monitor the center? 

26. How is security managed on campus?  Is there a security service?  An escort service?  How do they 

work? 

27. How much money will you need per week?  What expenses should you anticipate?  

28. Are most campus activities free of charge? What are fraternity/sorority fees?  Are part-time jobs 

available for students not receiving financial aid? 

 


