
 
 

Seven Tips for a Productive College Visit 
 

College visits are vital in achieving our overarching goal of helping our graduates find their best post-
Pomfret path. Unless your child has a very specific academic interest not offered at many schools, we 
suggest he or she begin the visit process by seeing different types of schools (e.g., a large public 
research university and a small, liberal arts college) in different settings (urban, suburban, rural) to get 
a feel of where they will likely fit best. Regardless of a school’s features and benefits, and keeping in 
mind most schools want to increase the number of applications they receive, taking the following 
actions will go a long way to making each visit worthwhile: 
 
  1.  See no more than two schools per day. 
  2.  Attend the information session and take the campus tour. 
  3.  Schedule an interview or a meeting with an admissions representative. 
   a. If interviews are offered, are they informational or evaluative? 

b. Ask if the admissions office can arrange for you to meet students with 
similar interests, speak with faculty in your intended major, and/or meet with 
a counselor in the career center. 

  4.  Review each school’s Freshman/First-year/Class of 2020 Profile. 
  5.  Ask specific questions about each school’s selectivity: 
   a. What was your overall acceptance rate for this year’s pool? 
   b. What was the acceptance rate for each of your application types? 
   c. Does your acceptance rate differ for particular majors or programs? 
   d. How has your selectivity changed in the past three years? 
  6.  Ask specific questions about financial aid: 
   a. Are you need-aware or need-blind? 
   b. Does your school meet 100% of demonstrated need? 
   c. How are your financial aid packages structured? 
   d. What advice do you have for completing your Net Price Calculator? 
   e. Do you offer merit aid, and, if so, what qualifies me for it? 
  7.  Get the best feel you can for each school’s personality. 

a. Ask your tour guide questions about student life and get their business card. 
   b. Go “off-road” to the student center, a performance/game, or the dining hall. 
   c. Read the school newspaper. 

d. Does the school have a range of majors, concentrations, and courses that 
interest you? 
e. Does the typical class size work for you? 
f. Are graduate students typically teaching the courses you will take freshman 
year? 
g. Is the atmosphere collaborative or competitive? 
h. Will you feel at home – engaged but not overwhelmed? 
i. Where do students receive medical care? 
j. How do students get around campus? 
  


